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All Saints’ Observes Triduum Services
You will want to be especially diligent about preparing for and observing Easter
Day. Here is our schedule:
Wednesday, April 5 - 6:30 pm: Stations of the Cross, soup supper,
Bible study, ending 8:00 pm
Palm Sunday, April 9 —10:00 am Liturgy of the Palms and Holy
Eucharist
Maundy Thursday, April 13 —7:00 pm: Foot washing and solemn
stripping of the altar
Good Friday, April 14 —2:00 to 3:00 pm and 7:00 to 8:00 pm: Good
Friday Liturgy with Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday, April 15 —7:00 pm: The Great Vigil of Easter. Bring a
bell to ring and some goodies to share at the party afterward.
Easter Day, April 16 —6:30 am: Community Easter Sunrise Service at
the pier, 8:00 am: Holy Eucharist and 10:00 am: Festal Eucharist.

Island Women'’s Prayer Breakfast Saturday, April 18
The next Ladies Prayer Breakfast will be held in the Methodist Church
Saturday, April 18th. We have a couple of very meaningful projects with our
friends of the other Island churches: the Interfaith Alliance and a dinner for the
Ronald McDonald guests who are going thru so much pain. That being the
case, let's enjoy some fun and fellowship with them. These projects will be
further discussed at the Breakfast and therefore better understood.
Hope to see you there April 18th.

Submitted by Carole Immel

ECW Party Girls Strike Again
The ECW will sponsor a cookout to celebrate the end of the school year and the
last service before we go to two Sunday services. The cookout will replace the
regular coffee hour. Stay tuned for details!

Submitted by Vicki Worden



TRIDUUM Observed during Holy Week

The most solemn and joyful celebration of the Christian calendar is the period
from Maundy Thursday through Holy Saturday. Worship services on these
days or evenings are traditionally considered to be parts of an unbroken
liturgical event called the Triduum (Latin for “Three Days”). In the earliest days
of the Christian church, the events we commemorate in the Triduum were
celebrated in one day and night's continuous worship service called the Pascha
(from the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew word for “Passover”).

ONE: MAUNDY THURSDAY

The first part of the Triduum begins on the evening of Maundy Thursday (also
called Holy Thursday), during which Christians recall the events that took
place the night Jesus was betrayed. The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke
concentrate on the institution of the Lord's Supper (see Matthew 26:20-30;
Mark 14:17-26; and Luke 22:14-35). The gospel of John focuses instead on
the Lord's final teachings to His disciples, dramatically punctuated by His
washing of their feet (see John 13-17). The word, “Maundy” is derived from the
Latin phrase mandatum novum, meaning "new commandment." It refers to the
Lord's words to His apostles as recorded in John 13:34: A new command | give
you: love one another.

Some congregations reenact the foot-washing ritual on this evening. Maundy
Thursday is the “anniversary” of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and
therefore a memorable event, even in churches that celebrate Holy Communion
every Sunday. After the sacrament has ended, the stripping of the altar takes
place. The ministers and several assistants remove all vessels, crosses, books,
candles, linens, banners, and other decorations from the altar and chancel
area. This ancient ritual is a powerful and dramatic reenactment of the Lord's
humiliation at the hands of the Roman soldiers. The altar, left bare or adorned
only with black, is transformed from the communion table of Maundy
Thursday into the tomb slab of Good Friday.

TWO: GOOD FRIDAY

Good Friday, the second day of the Triduum, is the solemn remembrance of
Jesus’ death on the cross. The English designation of “Good Friday” is a
corruption of “God's Friday,” although the term is a very fitting one since the
Lord’s death was for our eternal good.

Good Friday worship is marked by austerity and silence. The music of
keyboards and instruments is minimized and sometimes even eliminated. The
altar, stripped of all appointments, is generally not used. Instead, one or more
lecterns or reading desks serve as the focal point of the service. The passion



narrative from the gospel of John (see John 18:1-19:37) is traditionally the
appointed text for this day.

In spite of the solemnity of Good Friday worship, it is not by any means a
funeral service for Jesus. It is rather a time of quiet and serious contemplation
on His great saving work.

THREE: THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

The third and final day of the Triduum is Holy Saturday, known from antiquity
as the Great Vigil. The Great Vigil was for many centuries the most important
festival of the entire church year.

The Great Vigil is made up of four separate but connected services. The first of
these is the Service of Light. At this service, a dramatic reversal of the Good
Friday Service of Darkness takes place. The congregation gathers in the
darkness outside of the church. All are given unlighted candles. A small fireis
kindled, a symbol of the pillar of fire that guided the Israelites out of Egypt by
night (see Exodus 13:21-22). From this fire, the paschal candle, a large white
candle symbolizing the presence of the risen Lord, is lighted.

The Vigil continues with the next liturgy called the Service of Readings. The
ministers and lectors read several portions of the Old Testament that tell of
God’s wonderful acts of deliverance in the history of Israel. A responsorial
psalm or hymn and brief prayer follow each reading. This service is the Vigil
proper, the period of watching and waiting for the coming of the risen Christ.
The story of Israel’s miraculous rescue at the Red Sea (see Exodus 14:10-15:1)
is always read because it is a pivotal episode in the history of Israel, prefiguring
the sacrament of Holy Baptism

The Service of Baptism is the third part of the Great Vigil. Historically, adult
converts who had been instructed in the faith during Lent were baptized at this
service. Whether new baptisms take place or not, the assembled worshipers
actively take part in the proceedings by reciting the Apostle's Creed, the creed
traditionally associated with the sacrament of Holy Baptism.

The climax of the Great Vigil takes place with the Service of Holy Communion.
The paschal candleis returned to its stand near the altar and other candles are
lighted from it. The celebrant then greets the congregation with the ancient
Easter greeting: Alleluia! Christis risen! The congregation replies: He is risen
indeed! Alleluia! Bells may berung in celebration. All join in singing the Gloria
in Excelsis (“Glory in the highest”), a hymn that has not been sungin church
since the last Sunday after Epiphany. The Vigil ends with a simple but joyful
Eucharist, the first Holy Communion of the Easter season.



What’s the Mission of this Parish?

Your Vestry is working on developing a Mission Statement for All Saints’, and
would be happy to hear your ideas. Even better, write them down and give
them to any Vestry member, whose names you’ll find on the Sunday bulletin.

Integrity Meets
The next gathering of Integrity GA will be at Christ Church, Dublin, Sunday,
May 7th, 4-6 PM. We will begin with Evening Prayer and a homily, followed by
“Conversation Time” facilitated by Stanley Rich. The meeting and a snack will
follow. Please RSVP that you will be attending. If there are specific topics you
would like discussed in the meeting, please send those so they will be listed in
the agenda. Spread the word and bring a friend. Phone or email Jamie Maury
for additional information.

Submitted by Jamie Maury, Coordinator: Integrity GA,
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